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THE NEW NORMAL 


A LOOK BACK ¢ IN A WEEK LIKE NO OTHER, LIFE CHANGED 


A LOOK AHEAD ° “SOCIAL DISTANCING’ IS NEW BUZZ PHRASE 


NEW CASES ° MISSOURI UP TO 5, METRO EAST SEES FIRST 2 


ST. LOUIS SHUTS DOWN 


Daily routines 
likely will be 
disrupted for 


several months © 


BY ROBERT PATRICK, ANNIKA MERRILEES 
AND BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS — As authorities moved 
swiftly in recent days to contain further 
outbreak of the coronavirus, anew nor- 
malis unfolding across the region. Large 
crowds are difficult to find, schools 
are shuttering for weeks at a time and 
phrases like “social distancing” lead 
conversations. 

A historic series of events has played 
out at a dizzying pace: St. Louis Mayor 
Lyda Krewson and Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker ordered no gatherings of more 
than 1,000 people; St. Louis County 
Executive Sam Page set the number at a 
more restrictive 250. Missouri Gov. Mike 
Parson declared a state emergency hours 
after President Donald Trump enacted 
a national one, and Pritzker later went 
a step further by ordering all schools to 
close beginning Tuesday. 

The pronouncements and public 
safety measures could disrupt everyday 
life here for several months. But officials 
have hustled to assure that public ser- 
vices will continue. 

“There’s no reason to panic,” Page said 
Friday. “The lights are going to stay on 
in the St. Louis region. There will be 
water. There will be food. We just need 
to be smart. We need to slow down the 
spread of this virus in our community 
while we stand up our medical response, 
and that’s what we’re trying to do.” 

As of Saturday, five people in Mis- 
souri have tested positive for COVID-19: 
two in St. Louis County, two in Greene 
County, and one in Henry County. In 
Illinois, the number of people testing 
positive now exceeds 60 as of Saturday, 
including two in St. Clair County. Cases 
nationally have topped 2,500. More than 
153,000 people have been infected by the 
coronavirus across the world and 5,788 
have died, according to a tally by Reuters. 

The spread of the virus has led area 
colleges and universities to extend 
spring break and turn their campuses 
into virtual learning centers. On Sat- 
urday, the Ferguson-Florissant School 
District announced it will close schools 
Wednesday through April 3. The St. 
Louis Cardinals’ spring training has 
been canceled and opening day delayed 
by at least two weeks. The hockey season 
for the Blues and other teams is on hold. 
The St. Louis BattleHawks and other 
XFL teams had the rest of their seasons 
canceled. 


Please see VIRUS, Page A4 
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Nurses collect samples from patients at a drive-thru coronavirus testing center outside the Mercy Virtual Care Center in Chesterfield on 
Saturday. The center opens daily from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. for patients who have been screened by Mercy’s coronavirus support line. 


SWEEPING CHANGES 


Pandemic takes 
a dramatic toll 
throughout US 


THE WASHINGTON POST 

Much of life in America, and across 
the globe, has ground to a near halt in 
recent days as the coronavirus spreads, 
closing schools, thwarting travel, forc- 
ing employees to telework and shutter- 
ing beloved institutions. Authorities 
now believe the outbreak could fun- 
damentally upend society for months. 

The sweeping, unprecedented shut - 
down of activity in the United States ac- 
celerated in seemingly no time, with the 
week starting out like almost any other 
and ending in a way few can compre- 
hend. 

President Donald Trump declared 
the virus a national emergency Friday, 
which can be helpful for marshaling 
resources, and Congress reached a deal 
on a broad relief package. Governors 
in Pennsylvania, Illinois and Virginia 
closed schools, bringing the total to 
12 states and the District of Columbia. 
Iconic events including the Masters golf 
tournament and the Boston Marathon 


Please see PANDEMIC, Page A8 


DRIVE-THRU TESTING 


Mercy takes new 
approach amid 


growing demand 


BY BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

CHESTERFIELD — Masked and 
gowned medical workers worked in a 
steady rain Saturday as people drove up 
to a Mercy Health parking lot in Ches- 
terfield to be tested for the coronavirus. 
The workers took nasal swabs from peo- 
ple as they sat in their vehicles. 

“It’s not an examination. It’s not a 
clinic. It’s a collection site?’ said Donn 
Sorensen, executive vice president of 
the Mercy system, which announced 
Friday it would open the drive-thru site. 

Within the first hour, the Mercy 
workers handled about 20 cars. The 
waits weren’t long. By 4 p.m., when the 
testing wrapped up for the day, about 
50 people had been processed, Sorensen 
said. 

Most of the people in line for testing 
were alone in their vehicles. 

The testing process takes about 5 
minutes and the people being swabbed 
were told the wait for results could be 


Please see TESTING, Page A7 


TRAVEL LIMITS 


White House expands 
restrictions to include 
United Kingdom, Ireland - a9 


MIXED MESSAGES 


One St. Louisan’s attempt 
to get coronavirus answers 
goes nowhere fast - as 


IF YOU FEEL SICK 


What you should do — or 
not do — if you wake up 
feeling crummy - a10 


THE LATEST 


Messenger: Woman had symptoms 
but couldn’t get tested + a2 


Hard-hit eateries won't get cash 
from insurers e c1 


Coronavirus outbreak throws 
companies a curve « c1 


‘COMPLETE INDIFFERENCE’: 


BY JESSE BOGAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

ST. LOUIS — One stray bullet that 
blasted through a back door at Cambridge 
Heights Apartments in 2017 managed to 
captivate the city for a brief time. The gun- 
shot pierced the neck of a promising young 
woman, who, of all things, was catching up 
on laundry at her mother’s home. 

The injury instantly left Tamara Collier, a 
nursing assistant, lying paralyzed in a pool 
of blood. Her infant daughter climbed on 
her until help finally arrived. 

During months of grueling recovery and 
healing, Collier vowed to come home one 
day. To raise her children, now ages 3 and 
7. But she died nearly one year after the 
shooting. 

Her family recently settled a wrongful 
death lawsuit against Cochran Redevelop- 
ment Phase I L.P. and Cochran Redevel- 
opment Phase II L.P., the owners of Cam- 
bridge Heights, and McCormack Baron 
Management, which ran it. The settlement 


Please see BULLETS, Page A12 
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A car moves along North Ninth Street in the Cambridge Heights Apartments on March 2. 


Residents in the complex report the sound of gunfire and speeding cars are common in the area. 


— St.Louis 
| lean north 
M of south? 


a STL LIFE 


TODAY Test of time 


47°/36° 
PARTLY SUNNY 
TOMORROW 
51°/42° 
MOSTLY CLOUDY 


WEATHER 
D7 


POST-DISPATCH WEATHERBIRD ® 


09189 27100 
Vol. 142, No. 75 ©2020 


2 M | 
0 


z 
a 
3 


